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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

(Cancelled) 

9. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block containing a header 
indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block of an existing file 
stored on the nonvolatile memory medium and 

finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the header of the first 
memory block, if the existing file comprises more memory blocks than the first 
memory block, the existing file being opened upon completion of the finding, the 
header including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the first memory block 
is a first block of a file, a second bit that is set if th e first memory block is a last block 
of the file, and a third bit that is set if the first memory block is pa rt of a secure file. 

10. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 9, further comprising repeating the finding 
step until either all memory blocks comprising the file have been found or an error 
condition occurs. 
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11. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined logical block, the 
nonvolatile memory medium storing an existing file; 

for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number; 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a free 
block, and if the logical block is a valid block, performing a comparison of a file name 
encoded within the block header with a specified file name to be opened; 

testing a flag within the block header to determine whether the logical block is the first 
block of the existing file, if the comparison produces a match; and 

returning to the scanning step with the next logical block until either the comparison 
produces a match or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition, the existing file being opened if the comparison produces a match, the 
header including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the logical block is a first 
block of a file, a second bit that is set if the logical block is a last block o f the file, and 
a third bit that is set if the logical block is part of a secure file . 

12. (Currently Amended) A method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined-sized logical block, 
the nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file; 

for each logical block, reading a block header containing a magic number; 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a free 
block, and if the logical block is a free block, modifying its block header to comprise a 
valid magic number, the name of the new file to be opened, and flags indicating 
whether the logical block is either the first block or the last block of the new file; and 

returning to the scanning step with the next logical block until either the testing step has 
Identified a free block or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition, the new file being opened if the testing step has identified a free block* 
the header including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the logical block is a 
first block of a file, a second bit that is set if the logical block is a last block of the file, 
and a third bit that is set if the logical block is part of a secure file . 



PAGE 8116 * RCVD AT 311212009 12:52:54 PM [Eastern Daylight rime] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID: 1 DURATION (mm-$$):02-34 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 
CISCO-7984 (032590.0213) 
Confirmation No. 6556 



4 



PATENT APPLICATION 
10/614,070 



13. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block containing a header 
indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block of an existing file 
stored on the nonvolatile memory medium; and 

finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the header of the first 
memory block, if the existing file comprises more memory blocks than the first 
memory block, the existing file being opened upon completion of the finding i Jhe 
header including a flas that comprises a first bit that is set if the fir st memory block 
is a first block of a file, a second bit that is set if the first memory block is a last block 
ofthe file, and a third bit that is set if the first memory block is part of a secure file. 
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14. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium In sizes of one predetermined logical block the 

nonvolatile memory medium storing an existing file; 
for each logical block, 

reading a block header containing a magic number; 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a 
free block, and if the logical block is a valid block, performing a comparison of a 
file name encoded within the block header with the specified file name to be 
opened; 

testing a flag within the block header to determine whether the logical block is the 
first block of the specified file, if the comparison produces a match; and 
returning to the scanning step with the next logical block until either the comparison 
produces a match or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition, the existing file being opened if said comparison produces a match^the 
header including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the logical block is a first 
block of a file, a second bit that is set if the logical block is a last block of the file, and 
a third bit that is set if the logical block is part of a s ecure file. 
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15. (Currently Amended) A program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly 
embodying a program of instructions executable by the machine to perform a method, the 
method comprising: 

scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined-stfed logical block, 

the nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file; 
for logical block, 

reading a block header containing a magic number; 

testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a valid block or a 
free block, and if the logical block is a free block, modifying its block header to 
comprise a valid magic number, the name of the file to be opened, and flags 
indicating whether the logical block is either the first block or the last block of 
said file; and 

returning to the scanning step with the next logical block until either the testing step has 
identified a free block or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error 
condition, the new file being opened if said testing step has identified a free block, 
the header including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the logical block is a 
first block of a file, a second bit that is set if the logical block is a la st block of the file. 
and a third bit that is set if the logical block is part of a secure file . 



16-19. (Cancelled) 
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20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

means for scanning the nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block 
containing a header indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block 
of an existing file stored on the nonvolatile memory medium; and 
means for finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the header of 
the first memory block, if the existing file comprises more than the first memory 
block, the existing Hie being opened upon completion of said finding , the header 
including a flag that comprises a first bit that is set if the first memory block is a first 
hlnck of a file, a second bit that is set if the first mem ory block is a last block of the 
file r and a third bit that is set if the first me mory block is part of a secure file. 



21- (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

scanning means for scanning a nonvolatile memory medium to find a first memory block 
containing a header indicating that the first memory block is the first memory block 
of an existing file; and 

finding means for finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the 
header of the first memory block, if the file comprises more than the first memory 
block, the finding means operating iteratively until either ail memory blocks of which 
the existing file is comprised have been found or an error condition occurs, the 
existing file being opened if all memory blocks of which the existing file Is comprised 
have been fatm ri^thft header including a flag th at comprises a first bit that is set if 
the first memory block is a first block of a file, a second bit that is set if the first 
memory block is a last block of the file, and a third bit that is set if the first memory 
block is part of a secure file . 
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22. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 

scanning means for scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined 

logical block, the nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file; 
reading means for reading a block header containing a magic number for each logical 
block; 

testing means for testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a 
valid block or a free block, and if the logical block is a valid block, performing a 
comparison of a file name encoded within the block header with a specified file 
name to be opened; and 

checking means for checking a flag within the block header to determine whether the 
logical block is the first block of the existing file, if the comparison performed by the 
testing means produces a match, 

said scanning means operating iteratively on until either the comparison produces a match 
or all the blocks have been tested, thereby indicating an error condition, the new file 
being opened if the comparison produces a match , the header including a flag that 
comprises a first bit that is set if the logical block is a first block of a file, a second bit 
that is set if the logical block Is a last block of the file, and a third bit that is set if the 
logical block is part of a secure file . 
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23. (Currently Amended) An Apparatus comprising: 

scanning means for scanning a nonvolatile memory medium in sizes of one predetermined 

logical block, the nonvolatile memory medium for storing a new file; 
reading means for reading a block header containing a magic number for each logical 
block; 

testing means for testing the magic number to determine whether the logical block is a 
valid block or a free block, and if the logical block is a free block, modifying the block 
header to comprise a valid magic number, the name of the file to be opened, and 
flags indicating whether the logical block is either the first block or the last block of 
the new fil e, the header including a f lag that comprises a first bit that is set if th e 
lo gical block is a first block of a file, a second bi t t h at is set if t he logical block is a last 
block of the file, and a third bit that is set if the logical block is part of a secure file; 
the scanning means operating iteratively on next logical blocks until either the testing 
means has identified a free block or all the blocks have been tested, thereby 
indicating an error condition, the new file being opened if said testing means has 
identified a free block. 

24. (Currently Amended) An apparatus comprising: 
' nonvolatile memory medium means for storing information in the form of a file; 

scanning means for scanning memory blocks of the nonvolatile memory medium means to 
find a first memory block of a selected file, the first memory block containing a 
header having an indicator that indicates that it is the first memory block of the 
selected file; and 

finding means for finding a next memory block using a next block pointer stored in the 
header for selected files having more than one memory block, the selected file being 
opened upon completion of the findin^the header including a flag that comprises a 
first bit that is set if the first memory block is a first block of a file, a second bit that is 
set if the first memory block is a last block of the fil e, and a third bit that is $et if the 
fir<;t memory block is part of a secure file. 
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25. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of claim 24, wherein the finding means operates 
iteratively until either all memory blocks of the selected file have been found or an error 
condition occurs. 
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